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Abstract 

Some 6 years ago, the Engineering Group of the Geological Society set up a 

Working Party to update our knowledge and understanding of glacial and periglacial 

terrains and materials. 

The report’s terms of reference were: 

• “State-of-the-art review on the ground conditions associated with former 

Quaternary periglacial and glacial environments and their materials, from an 

engineering geological viewpoint. 

• “Appropriate coverage of the modern processes and environments that 

formed these materials. 

• “Not intended to define the geographic extent of former periglacial and glacial 

environments around the world, but to concentrate on ground models that 

would be applicable to support the engineering geological practitioner. 

• “Illustrated with numerous high quality and original case studies, figures, and 

photographs. 

• “Act as an essential reference handbook for professionals as well as a 

valuable textbook for students and others.  

• “Working Party members will be collectively responsible for the whole book.  

The presentation will explain the background to the book, summarise its contents 

and be illustrated with a number of case histories that highlight various aspects of 

glacial and periglaciated environments.  
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